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Current Status Approved Course Selected:  Subject ENG (ENG - English)
                                Catalog Nbr 5600

Course Revision & College

Form Submission Initial Submission College Kingsborough CC

Course Data

Course ID 073151 Subject ENG (ENG - English) Catalog Nbr 5600

Catalog Status Approved  Contact Hours 3 No. of Credits 3

CourseTitle Creative Writing: Fiction

Course Description Instruction and practice in the forms and types of fiction. Analysis of peer writing on a workshop basis, 
assists students develop mastery of the form of fiction best suited for them.

Department English

Pre-Requisites/Co-Requisites PREREQUISITE: ENG1200

Course Syllabus [Attachment Filename(s)]

ENG_56-_Creative_Writing-Fiction.pdf

Location(Required or Flexible) and Learning Outcomes
                                   REQUIRED                                        FLEXIBLE

English Composition World Cultures & Global Issues

Math & Quantitative Reasoning US Experience in its Diversity

Life and Physical Sciences   Creative Expression
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Individual and Society

Scientific World

Learning Outcomes: Questions Learning Outcomes: Responses

* 1. Gather, interpret, and assess information from a 
variety of sources and points of view.

Throughout the semester, students will be expected to read 
samples by established writers and respond to their works in a 
critical manner.  Students will then prepare, write, and revise 
their own fiction writings based on the knowledge acquired by 
the assigned models.  Students will be responsible for 
engaging with their classmates' creative writings in both oral 
and written responses.  Journal writing based on their 
experiences practicing the craft is also required.  

In addition, one research assignment on an established writer, 
such as George Orwell or Joan Didion.  For this research 
assignment, students will gather information from various 
scholarly and popular sources to support their opinions and 
conclusions about their assigned authors.  Students will be 
required to use a primary text and explore additional creative 
works with the assistance of library staff. 

* 2. Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or 
analytically.

By evaluating and responding to different course readings and 
student writings, students will approach ideas and styles in both
critical and creative ways.  

The workshop environment will support in-class discussion, 
journal writing, and online discussions (on Blackboard) to 
further their understanding of the craft.  An example of an 
online discussion prompt, "How does George Orwell discover 
that he is a writer in his essay 'Why I Write' ? When did you first
come to the realization that you too are a writer?"  

In a final, reflective assignment, students will also evaluate their
own process as a means of critically understanding their own 
process and relationship to the craft. 

* 3. Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments 
using evidence to support conclusions.

Students will write one short researched essay (2000+ words) 
to be completed at the end of the semester on a particular 
writer's approach to his/her fiction/craft.  This final assignment 
will require a carefully selected variety of outside source 
material to be quoted, paraphrased, and/or summarized 
accurately, with close attention to original context. 

Each student will write five critical responses to peer writings 
(peer evaluations).  Peer evaluations require students to 
address setting, plot, conflict, character, imagery, theme, and 
dialogue in each others' writings. 
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4. Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and 
methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field 
exploring creative expression, including, but not 
limited to, arts, communications, creative writing, 
media arts, music, and theater.

Introductory readings from writers such as George Orwell 
(Shooting an Elephant and Other Essays) and Joan Didion (We
Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live: Collected Nonfiction) 
will engage students in the practice and process of the craft of 
writing fiction (and writing, in general) and introduce the modes,
vocabulary, ideas, and theories that move writers to create.  

Understanding and analyzing various styles and narrative 
designs will be thoroughly explored in the workshop setting 
through daily discussions in class and online.  

Students will respond to and analyze two films that discuss the 
writer's process and influences.  Possible films include: George
Orwell: A Life in Pictures and excerpts from the soon to be 
released documentary of Joan Didion, We Tell Ourselves 
Stories in Order to Live.  reviews of shared films and the film 
makers' processes will be read in order to further a deeper 
understanding of the writers and their importance. 

5. Analyze how arts from diverse cultures of the past 
serve as a foundation for those of the present, and 
describe the significance of works of art in the 
societies that created them.

 

6. Articulate how meaning is created in the arts or 
communications and how experience is interpreted 
and conveyed.

The many techniques a writer employs to help convey clear 
messages (and visions) through her/his narrative approach by 
closely exploring writers such as Orwell and Didion, students 
will learn to understand style, tone, mood, purpose, and point of
view. Selected writers become representatives who focus on 
personal experiences as a means to convey their stories.  As 
models, these selected writers encourage students to engage 
in their own experiences as the sources for stories.  

An example of an assignment in regards to "interpretation": 
Students will explore a selected painting by Edward Hopper 
and build a story based on the image.  By discovering the 
visual image, they will translate ideas into words and create 
narratives based on style, tone, mood, and point of view. 

Examples of questions students will ask and answer (using 
"Nighthawks"): Who is the man behind the counter? Why is the 
woman in a red dress? Who is the man with her? Why is the 
street empty? 
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7. Demonstrate knowledge of the skills involved in the 
creative process.

By focusing on established and expert writers such as Didion 
and Orwell, students will be able to compare what they are 
creating both individually and collectively.  

By engaging in the process of what it means to be a writer, 
students will begin to realize their visions as participants in the 
creation of works of art. 

Finally, students will write a self-assessment analyzing their 
writing process.  This reflective assignment will ask the 
following questions:

1.  How do you perceive yourself as a writer?
2.  What do you like/dislike about your writing?
3.  What are your strengths/weaknesses in storytelling?
4.  Is writing important to you? Do you think it will be in the 
future? 
     What evidence do you have for your answers?
5.  Did any particular revision technique prove useful? If so, 
how?
6.  Who is the audience for your stories?  How did you 
determine the 
     audience? How did the audience affect the way you wrote 
your 
     stories? 

8. Use appropriate technologies to conduct research 
and to communicate.

 

A. If there is a change to the course title, what is the 
new course title?

 

B. If there is a change to the course description, what 
is the new course description?

 

C. If there is a change to the pre-requisites and/or co-
requisites, what are the new pre-requisites and/or co-
requisites?

 

Chair (Approver) Comments

Comments Meets SLOs.
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